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Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA)
Your Comments Are Important

The Small Business and Agriculture Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman and 10 Regional Faimess Boards were established to receiv€ commcnts from
small businesses about Federal agency enforcement actions. The Ombudsman will annually evaluate thc enforcement activities and ralgjlgb
responsiveness to small business. If you are a small business (a business with 500 or fewer employees including those of affiliates)
and wish to comment on the enforcement or compliance activities of OSM, call l-888-REG-FAIR (l-888-734-3247).
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May 10,2007

Plateau Mining Company
P.O. Box 30
Helper, UT 84526-0030

Star Point Mine
Complete, oversight inspection
May 10,2007

Participants:
Dennis Ware, Plateau Mining Co. (PMC)
Karl Housekeeper, Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (OGM)
Henry Austin, Office of Surface Mining (OSM)

We conducted a complete inspection of the Star Point Mine reclamation areas on May 10,2047.
Ground conditions were dry throughout the areas inspected. The primary purpose of this
inspection was to evaluate the rnine for offsite impacts. After inspecting all the reclamation
areas, we did not observe any offsite impacts. A11 reclaimed areas have received Phase I bond
release.

We inspected the reestablished Serviceberry Creek area and it is stable with all the downdrain
side channels and the main drainage channel functioning as designed. No erosion that needed
maintenance was noted. Vegetation is just beginning to greer up, and vegetative cover looks
good.

We observed the Mine No. 1 pre-law disturbance areathat was also reclaimed. This area is very
steep, and here also the final reclamation is stable with little erosion noted. A11 reclamation areas
are heavily imprinted, or pocked, to roughen the soil surface, prevent erosion, and assist with
plant establishment.

We inspected the Lions Deck / upper portal bench reclamation area, again noting the heavy
surface imprinting has been successful in preventing significant erosion. Vegetative cover and
species diversity look good here also.

Roadways appeared to be well maintained and are not a problem on the areas inspected. It was
evident the county had recently removed rock falls from the road and did minor grading.

We completed the inspection at the former train loadout area. This area is stable and given the
Mancos shale derived soil types here, vegetation on the reclaimed areas looks exceptional
compared to adjacent undisturbed lands. No significant erosion was noted.
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Mr. Housekeeper conducted a records review at the mine offices including: The OGM permit
renewal was issued January 28,2007, and electronic submittal of water monitoring data is the
only stipulation. The first quarter 2007 water monitoring information has been uploaded.

The UPDES permit acknowledged sediment pond removal, and was terminated effective
January 18,2004.

Liability insurance is current through July 30,2007; and the current bond amount after Phase I
bond release is $3,118,400.00. This concluded the inspection.

Please address any questions conceming this report to Henry Austin, Senior Reclamation
Specialist, at haustin@osmre.gov or to (303) 844-1400 x 1466.


